
What else con I do? 

• Emphasize the importance of getting an 
education and good grades. 

• Take an active interest in their schoolwork. 

• Respect your child 's feelings and thoughts. 
Remember feelings are not right or wrong, 
they're just feelings. 

• Really listen to what your child is saying when 
they speak to you. Look at them when they talk. 

• Watch for negative influences. 

How con a parent become more 
educated? 

• Involve yourself in your child's education: meet 
teachers, join the PTA and visit the school. 

• Use the Suffolk County Probation Department 
Hotline # 852-5070 or the e-mail address 
ganginfo@suffolkcountyny.gov to get further 
information and assistance. These are 
confidential resources for the community, parents 
and youth, which provide support through 
information. Any concerns, questions or inquires 
will remain private. 

• Call or e-mail the above hotlines to see if there 
are gang awareness trainings in your area. 

• Go to the library to find books regarding gangs. 

Some facts to ponder! 

• Race, economic status, age, gender and 
community are not relevant when it comes to 
your child being recruited into a gang. 

• If your child comes home looking like they were in 
a fight, they could have been beat up or 
perhaps been beat in. (Beat in I jumped in = an 
initiation into a gang). 

• Girls can get beat in , jumped in or sexed in. 

• Each gang member must produce money for the 
gang. 

• Most gang members have to learn about the 
gang through 'I 
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WHY 
JOIN--·· 

There are different reasons -
for each individual 

• The parties, girls, drugs and money lure some. 

• Some are looking for power, respect and status. 

• The gang becomes a family; they feel cared for 
and noticed, things they may feel they're not 
getting of home or In the community. 

• Some join for self-protection. 

• Some live in a neighborhood where gangs run 
the streets and it's the 'norm". 

• Most have some real or imagined problems at 
home that make them prefer the streets. 

• Some may have been born into the gang. 

• Other reasons can include; companionship, 
peer pressure, intimidation, having a violent 
home life, no supervision or community ties. 

GANGS = VIOlENCE 
• Youth who engage in Illegal activity often carry 

weapons for protection. 

• Another gang uses violence in retaliation for real 
or perceived disrespects. 

• Retaliation can target ANY member of the 
gang .. . not just the one who disrespected the 
other gang. 

• Once a war exists between two gangs, violence 
may be continual. 

• Once an individual is recognized as a gang­
member (even if that individual gets out) that 
person is in serious danger of being hurt. If a 
member is beat out, or let out of their gang, 
their gang knows ... but how do they let all of 
the other gangs know? This is the problem; kids 
don't think far enough into the future to under­
stand the consequences of joining a gang. 
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